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CLASSICAL STUDIES, MA
The study of the cultures of ancient Greece and Rome is inherently valuable, and it also offers an opportunity for critical reflection on our own
society and its values. The ﬁeld of classical studies combines history, literature, archaeology, art history, law, and linguistics, and so is fundamentally
interdisciplinary in character. The study of Greece and Rome thus provides students with an historical perspective on and better understanding of
the institutions, values, and intellectual traditions of the world in which we live. Our students gain an understanding not only of various aspects of the
ancient world but also of the methodologies of classical studies can work separately and together to widen and deepen our comprehension of human
cultures in all periods.
The MA in Classics serves two primary purposes: (1) to prepare students for entry into a PhD program in Classics or a related ﬁeld, and (2) to prepare
students for teaching Latin, Greek, and the history and culture of the ancient Mediterranean world in secondary schools.
For more information about the Department of Classical Studies (https://liberalarts.tulane.edu/departments/classical-studies/) please visit our
website.

Requirements

The Department of Classical Studies at Tulane offers two types of post-undergraduate work:

M.A. Program

Our M.A. program emphasizes preparation in Latin and Greek and can include coursework in ancient history, archaeology, philosophy, and ancient
religion. The program generally requires two years for completion. In the ﬁrst year, students normally take three courses within the department each
semester. In addition, each student who is receiving a stipend serves as a teaching assistant to help a professor with course materials and grading.
In the second year, students normally take two courses each semester and work on the M.A. thesis or qualifying papers under the direction of a
professor.
We offer our best qualiﬁed applicants a full tuition fellowship and, in addition, an annual stipend. We can also offer a few tuition fellowships without a
stipend. Students seeking to enroll in the M.A. program of the Department of Classical Studies must apply for admission to the School of Liberal Arts.
The requirements for the M.A. degree are:
• A minimum of 30 semester hours of graduate-level credit (typically 10 courses) completed with a minimum grade of B. Typically, students
complete 12 – 16 courses during the two-year program.
• Two qualifying papers or an M.A. thesis, either of which must be defended before a committee of three faculty members.
• Satisfactory completion of a reading exam in a modern language (German, French, or Italian). We expect students without preparation in a modern
language (excluding English) to enroll in undergraduate language courses as part of their M.A. coursework.
Traditionally, for each semester during their ﬁrst year, students will take one Latin course, one Greek course, one classics course, and if required one
modern language course. In their second year for each semester, students will take one Latin course, one Greek course, one classics course or thesis
research, and if required one modern language course.
We encourage graduate students to participate in summer programs offered by other institutions such the American School of Classical Studies at
Athens and the American Academy in Rome or in archaeological ﬁeld work opportunities. Funding for summer programs is usually available on a
competitive basis.
Graduate students may also apply to the School of Liberal Arts for the Freie Universität of Berlin Exchange Scholarship. For more on this program, see
the study abroad section of our website or speak with the Graduate Advisor. On our study abroad page, you will also ﬁnd information about programs
at the American School of Classical Studies at Athens and the American Academy in Rome.

4+1 M.A. Program in Classics
Majors in the department who are pursuing the B.A. degree in Greek, Latin, or Classical Studies may wish to earn the M.A. degree through an
additional, ﬁfth year at Tulane. Entry into the 4+1 program must occur no later than the ﬁrst semester of the senior undergraduate year. Students
interested in teaching Latin might pursue the 4+1 as part of their pathway toward that goal.
The requirements for the 4+1 M.A. are the same as those for the post-baccalaureate M.A. program described above. Note: a maximum of two (2)
graduate-level courses of the minimum ten graduate-level courses needed for the M.A may be taken as part of the undergraduate major. Students can
take up to 12 graduate credit hours (4 courses) beyond the courses needed for the undergraduate degree, if they have completed all undergraduate
degree requirements; however, a minimum of two graduate-level courses must be completed by the end of the fourth (senior) undergraduate year.

HOW TO APPLY to the graduate programs (M.A. and 4+1):
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We normally expect all applicants to have had, at a minimum, the equivalent of three college-level years of one ancient language (Greek or Latin) and
one college-level year of the other. However, we will consider applicants who have advanced preparation in one ancient language but no experience in
the second.
• All applicants must complete the graduate studies application form and submit the application fee. The application form is available at the School
of Liberal Arts website.
• Applicants to the regular two-year M.A. program must submit:
• a statement of purpose (c. 500 words)
• three (3) letters of recommendation
• a writing sample of no more than 20 pages
• GRE scores
• Applicants to the 4+1 program must submit
• a statement of purpose (c. 500 words)
• two (2) letters of recommendation
• a writing sample of no more than 20 pages
• NOTE: applicants to the 4+1 do not need to submit GRE scores, but they must have an overall minimum GPA of 3.0, and a minimum GPA of 3.5 in
the major (Classical Studies, Latin, and/or Greek).
DEADLINES for application to the programs:
The School of Liberal Arts has standard deadlines for applying to graduate programs, and all applicants are expected to adhere to these.
• February 1 for Fall admission with consideration for ﬁnancial aid
• December 1 for Spring admission without ﬁnancial aid consideration

